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DER TRATJM "EIN LEBEN

OK the 4th of October, 1834, Grillparzer scored one
of the most complete successes of his life in the first
performance, at the Burgtheater, of his "Der Traum ein
Leben" (The Dream, a Life), a dramatic fairy story. He
had handed the play to Schreyvogel in 1831, simultane-
ously with the manuscript of "Des Meeres und der Liebe
Wellen," hut his friend did not take kindly to the title,
which seemed to challenge comparison with Oalderon's
"Life's a Dream," a drama he had himself so admirably
adapted for the German stage. The sub-title first chosen
was "a spectacular play," in conformity with the fashion
of the day which delighted in the fantastic fairy comedies
of Raimund. Schreyvogel hesitated to produce the play,
and Grillparzer withdrew it. After Schreyvogel's death,
Bauernfeld, to whom Grillparzer had referred the manu-
script for his opinion, and who felt sure oS the success of
the play, handed it to the new director of the Burgtheater,
Deinhardstein, who kept it nearly two years before putting
it on the stage.

The beginning of "Der Traum ein Leben" dates back to
1817, when Grillparzer wrote the first act o5 a play which
he called "Des Lebens Schattenbild" (Life's Shadow Pic-
tures). The actor to whom he told the story of the drama,
and who was to have played the part of the negro Zanga,
objected to appearing with a blackened face, and communi-
cated the plot to another dramatist, who made use of the ,    KttO*  Vfflfr   lV
